
SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST
• January 08, 2020: 

- 4th Grade Intramurals (3:00pm – 4:00pm)
- Star Lab Parent Training @ ARIS Media Center (6:30pm – 8:30pm)

• January 10, 2020: Spirit Day – Wear Spirit Wear of School Colors
• January 14, 2020: 4th Grade Intramurals (3:00pm – 4:00pm)
• January 15, 2020: 4th Grade Intramurals (3:00pm – 4:00pm)
• January 16, 2020: Character Ed Assembly (1:45pm)
• January 17, 2020: 

- Spirit Day – Wear Spirit Wear of School Colors
- School-Wide Spelling Bee (9:30am)
- Movie Night – APR (7:00pm)

• January 20, 2020: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – SCHOOL CLOSED
• January 21, 2020:

- 4th Grade Intramurals (3:00pm – 4:00pm)
- 2nd Grade Music Show (7:00pm – 8:00pm)

• January 22, 2020: 4th Grade Intramurals (3:00pm – 4:00pm)
• January 23, 2020: SNOW DATE: 2nd Grade Music Show (7:00pm – 8:00pm)
• January 24, 2020: 

- Spirit Day – Pajama Day for Staff & Students as a result of the Kids Vote
- SNOW DATE: Movie Night – APR (7:00pm)

• January 27, 2020: No Pre-School Monday
• January 27, 2020 – January 31, 2020 – “Souper” Bowl Can Collection
• January 28, 2020: 4th Grade Intramurals (3:00pm – 4:00pm)
• January 29, 2020: 

- 4th Grade Intramurals (3:00pm – 4:00pm)
- Silk Screening Workshop (4th Grade Students Only)

• January 31, 2020: 
- Spirit Day – Wear Spirit Wear of School Colors
- School-Wide Game Day (2:15pm – 3:00pm)
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Happy New Year! I hope you and your family have a wonderful holiday season.

Here are some parenting tips for the new year.

• Love your child for who they are: Every child is unique with different
temperaments and different interests. Every day they are learning and
growing—and the new year is a perfect time to take a new look at what makes
your child special. You can support them as they struggle to master more
difficult skills and celebrate their unique successes with them.

• Be a part of playtime: Play is how young children learn about the world and
practice new cognitive, emotional, and social skills. A parent can learn a lot
about their child’s developing skills and interests by participating in their play.
Your questions, ideas, and attention support your child’s curiosity and
creativity. Play interactions with you can also help them to develop skills to
use when they are playing alone or with peers.

• Talk about feelings: Understanding and managing feelings is one of the hardest
skills children under five have to tackle. So respect what they are feeling by
recognizing their emotions listening to their thoughts and helping them to
work through their emotions.

• Be an example: Through your voice, your expressions, your gestures and your
actions, your child learns from you how to interact with other people and with
the world. You are in a wonderful position to set a positive example for
everything from solving problems to showing compassion to buckling
seatbelts.

Sincerely, Jodi L. Howe, Principal

Taken from: The Parenting Magazine.com



TRAFFIC SAFETY CONCERNS

The morning drop off and afternoon pick-up procedures have continued to be a
school safety concern. We have had two minor accidents recently during these times,
fortunately, no one was injured.

Vehicles are not allowed to enter the parking lot when buses are parked in the front
driveway. When dropping off or picking up your child, all vehicles should remain in a
single file line while in the front of the school. Cars are not allowed to be double-
parked for drop off/pick-up nor are vehicles allowed to cut off other parents who are
waiting in line at the curbside. Additionally, K-turns and U-turns are not permitted at
any time. I have personally witnessed parents doing U-turns and cutting in front of
buses and other cars, which is not safe for all involved, including students and staff
members. Unfortunately, a U-turn was the cause of one of the recent accidents.
Additionally, when dropping off your child, please proceed to the stop sign at the far
end of the building, which will allow more vehicles to line up in the front of a school.
A staff member will be located at the stop sign if assistance is needed.

Once the buses have departed, the staff member in charge of bus duty will give
parents the signal that they may enter the driveway. Vehicles should still remain in a
single line of traffic, even if you have dropped off your student. Please refrain from
passing on the left and wait in the traffic line until the vehicle in front of you has
moved on.

The front doors of the school close at 8:30 a.m. Students will be marked tardy if they
are not in school at this time. If your child arrives after 8:30 a.m., you are required to
escort them into the main office to sign them into school.

VALENTINE’S DAY CELEBRATION   

It’s that time of year again! Valentine’s Day is fast approaching. This year, as in the
past, Valentine’s Day is a non-food event. The card exchange will be held on Friday,
February 14, 2020, with all classmates. If your child chooses to participate, please be
sure to have a card for each child in the class. Cards can be purchased from a store,
homemade, or created from online resources. Candy, any food items, as well as items
such as Playdough, slime, and small toy items are prohibited from being sent to
school for this event, and will removed from the classroom. Stickers and colorful
pencils, however, are acceptable items.

I want to thank you for your cooperation in these important matters, as the safety of
the students at Woods Road School is of the upmost importance.



Ms. Christina Pescatore, Leave Replacement Reading Specialist:

I am excited to be working as the Elementary (K-4) Reading Specialist Leave
Replacement at Woods Road Elementary School. I am the substitute for Mrs. Piloto
while she is on maternity leave. I am enjoying getting to know the students, helping
them go on new literacy adventures and making new discoveries every day. I am
working closely with the Writing Specialist, Mrs. Cave, and ASI Teacher, Mrs. Levash, to
ensure students’ learning and growth in Reading continues.

I have a Post-Master’s as a Reading Specialist, Master of Arts in Teaching Elementary
Education, and Bachelor’s in English from The College of New Jersey. I am a certified
Elementary Teacher with a specialization in English Language Arts. I have experience
working as an Elementary Title I Reading Long Term Substitute Teacher in PA last
school year. I have also worked as an Elementary Reading Specialist Substitute in PA. I
have gained experience teaching in Elementary classrooms in NJ and PA. I worked as a
Substitute Teacher at the Hillsborough Township Public Schools and have tutored
students in Reading at the Hillsborough Library. I currently tutor students in Reading at
a tutoring center and library in NJ. I also work as a part-time Rater of English exams for
Educational Testing Service.

I am helping students at Woods Road Elementary School develop a positive attitude
towards reading by planning interactive and engaging lessons. I would like students to
continue to develop a lifelong love of reading and become successful readers.
Students are learning decoding, comprehension, and fluency skills, as well as
strategies that they can use while reading.

I encourage open communication and a home-school connection. You can contact me
at: cpescatore@htps.us. I will check my email daily and will respond as soon as
possible.

Christina Pescatore



Ms. Ali Policastro, Speech & Language Pathologist

My name is Allie Policastro. I am thrilled to be working with your child, as their speech
and language pathologist. I am replacing Ms. Joellen Pozarek, who retired at the end
of December. We wish Ms. Joellen well and thank her for her service to our students
and to WRS.

I have been working as a speech and language pathologist for the past three and a half
years. I began my career working as an outpatient pediatric SLP at a rehabilitation
department of a hospital, then worked in private specialized schools for the multiply
disabled, and now, I am excited to begin my journey at Woods Road School!

I am PROMPT level II trained, proficient in augmentative and alternative
communication (AAC), and have taken multiple sensory aversion feeding courses. I
love my job because it is so fun getting to know your children, while watching them
grow in their speech and language skills.

Throughout my years working as a speech and language pathologist, I have grown an
appreciation for communication between home and school. No one knows your child
like you do. Please reach out to me if there is anything you think I should know. I want
to hear from you, so please don’t be shy! The best way to reach me is via email at
apolicastro@htps.us.

All the best,

Allie Policastro, M.A., CCC-SLP



by Mrs. Guastella

Happy New Year! I hope everyone was able to take some time at the end of the
year to enjoy quality time with loved ones and reflect on the year that closed.
January is always a time of fresh starts and new beginnings! It’s also a great time
to reminisce about the year that’s come to a close and what our highs and lows
of the year were. Sometimes it’s hard to see the growth that we have as
individuals as the year passes on but sitting down to reflect and write out some
of those moments are a great way for us to see the wonderful growth that we’ve
had as a person! Attached here is a kid-friendly version of our “Year in Review”
that I found on-line and think could be exciting to do! This is a wonderful activity
to do as a whole family and hold on to in a safe place so that as 2020 wraps up,
you’re able to compare and contrast what occurred during this year. I hope
everyone has a wonderful start to the New Year and I so look forward to
continuing to work with you and your wonderful families through 2020!

Nurse’s Corner
by Mrs. Paulhus

February is just around the corner and it is national dental health 
month. Attitudes and habits at an early age toward dental care are critical in 
maintaining good oral health throughout life. I would like to make you aware of a 
remarkable program that is available for your children. Every February there are 
dentists throughout NJ that offer one day of free dental care for children ages 12 
and younger. In 2020, Give Kids a Smile Day is Friday, February 7th. There are 
over 100 participating dental offices available for parents to schedule an 
appointment at a location of their choice.

Parents and families can participate in GKAS by:
• Marking their calendars for Friday, February 7, 2020.

• Calling the participating location of their choice to set up an appointment.

• Visiting the website https://www.njda.org/for-the-public/gkas for the list of participating 
locations and much more information about the program.

If you have any further questions please feel free to reach out to me, I would be 
happy to help in any way possible.

https://www.thirtyhandmadedays.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/yearinreview2019final.jpg


by: Dina Stoff, Media Specialist

This month in the Library Pre-School students are hearing stories and playing
games about the topics of Winter and Bears. Students in Kindergarten will be
hearing stories all about Winter and snow and discussing the difference between
fiction and non-fiction books. First Grade students are learning all about the
differences between Fiction and Non-Fiction text and hearing stories about the
same topic in both genres. Students in Second Grade will be learning about
elements of Fairy Tales and hearing versions of familiar Fairy Tales from around the
world. We have learned that the basics of the story are the same but there are
many other differences. Third Grade students will be starting to learn about the
research process and will be researching a state using books and online resources.
They will learn about plagiarism, and how to give credit to sources. The Fourth
Grade students will be continuing work on their National Park research project and
virtually visiting some National Parks with Google.

Follow the library on Instagram @wrslibrary

By Meghan Salotti and Michele LaManna

Winter has arrived! To help have fun and keep your kids moving 
during the cold days, try some fun and interactive activities. 

Two activities to get you up and moving are animal walks and 
snowball sock toss. 

• Animal Walks – Pretend to be a bear, frog and crab and walk 
around your house. You can put pillows or blankets on the floor 
to add obstacles. Use your imagination and have fun!

• Snowball Sock Toss – Roll up white socks and toss them to your 
family and friends. Enjoy!

Two fine motor activities to have fun with are making and playing with smooth
playdoh and picking up snowballs with a variety of tools.

• Smooth Playdoh – You only need two ingredients for this! Cornstarch and
inexpensive hair conditioner. Put 2 cups of cornstarch in a bowl and add 1
cup of hair conditioner. Start to mix it around and the playdoh will start to
form. If needed, add a little more conditioner to get the consistency you
like. Food coloring can be added but that is optional. Once the playdoh is
made, dig in and use your hands to create!

• Snowball Pick-up – Place cotton balls on the floor or the table. Using your
hands, tongs, or chopsticks pick them up. Once you pick up them up using
a variety of tools, you can race and play against a family member or
against a timer to see how fast you can be!

https://www.instagram.com/wrslibrary/?hl=en


by Mrs. Barrios, Mrs. Milan, and Mrs. Perreault

Happy New Year to all from Kindergarten!

We finished a unit in social studies by traveling around the world to learn about
different customs, cultures and holidays. Each day we looked at our map to
locate where we were "flying.” We would discuss the weather and geography of
the country. We got our passports, boarded the plane, and fastened our
seatbelts. We “flew” to Italy, Ireland, Japan, Israel, Sweden, India, Mexico,
Norway, Germany, Kenya, UK, France and Egypt. We discussed each country,
colored the flag, read books, made crafts, learned the language, and discussed
some traditions. The children enjoyed this world tour and learned many new
things! We will now return to science and focus on observing and graphing
different types of weather.

In literacy, we finished Unit 1 in Fundations and assessed the children on naming
letters, sounds and writing lowercase letters. Now in Unit 2, the children will
begin tapping out consonant vowel consonant words (i.e. cat, bug, sit, etc),
writing uppercase letters, and reading sight words. The children enjoy listening
to the mentor stories each week from the Making Meaning program. The lessons
allow the children to develop a greater bank of vocabulary words to use in their
everyday lives. At this point in the year, the children are also working on small
group guided reading. We spend time each day working hard on a variety of
reading strategies! The children are familiar with the routine and can
independently gather the materials needed for their station. The children are
very excited that they are expanding their skills and are proud to read at home to
the parents.

Writing skills have grown as well! We had so much fun writing our pattern
books! It gave us so many opportunities to create multiple books and use words
around the classroom to help us write. Students practiced labeling, drawing real
pictures, and writing complete sentences. We will now return to writing personal
narrative stories. We will review how to plan out their writing by thinking of an
idea, touch and tell, sketch and then write across pages. Writing workshop is
well under way in Kindergarten!
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